
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography 
 
 
 
 

Where Do I Get Curriculum? 
 

 by Valerie Bonham Moon 
 
  
  
Many new homeschoolers sign onto email lists and one of the first questions is, “Where can I get a 
curriculum?”  We all remember that our schooling was broken down into ‘subjects’ and that 
specific books and materials were needed so that we could fulfill the requirements of the course.  
The specifics of these memories vary with the age of the person doing the remembering because 
‘course materials’ change through time. Either the information became outdated (say in Science), or 
perhaps educators tire of teaching the same materials year in and year out (and the books wore 
out).  One of the revelations found in the changing of materials is that ‘There Is No One Right 
Way.’ 
 
Freedom in realizing that, ‘There Is No One Right Way,’ can be unnerving because we seldom 
remember the specific materials that were required.  “You mean it’s all up to me?  But what if I 
choose wrongly?  What if I ruin my children’s lives?!” Unless you get crazy and write your own 
materials from a brand new viewpoint by inventing a new language to describe a new history using 
a new alphabet, it is unlikely that your choice of materials will be utterly ‘wrong’ (any more than 
J.R.R. Tokien’s invention of Middle Earth and its alphabets and languages is ‘wrong’).  Granted 
there are many opinions as to the usefulness of certain materials (phonics v. ‘whole language’), the 
accurateness of materials (see:  Lies My Teacher Told Me, a book that has its own critics but which 
raises consciousness about the exactness of texts), or the usefulness of techniques (which 
handwriting style should be taught to children?  Palmer?  Zaner-Bloser?  D’Nealian? Italic?), but it 
is unlikely that you will choose each and every ‘wrong’ approach available.  Of course, the choices 



anyone makes are open to challenge from those who disagree with 
those choices (which is why the alternative ways of doing anything 
and everything is so wide:  painting a house, cooking a chicken, 
movies worth seeing, methods of building roadways, ad infinitum). 
 
 

  
Q: “Okay, I can choose anything I want.  But what should I            
      choose?” 
A:  Whatever you like. 
 
Within each ‘subject’ there are many approaches available which 
have gained validity with someone, somewhere.  If they hadn’t 
gained validity they would have long since faded from the scene, so 
if they’re available someone thinks they’re worthwhile.  But how do 
you sift the wheat from the chaff, or the intriguing-yet-cuckoo 
viewpoint from sound information?  In terms of accurate materials 
and techniques, one way is to stick to the ‘middle-of-the-road’ so that you 
avoid extreme views at either end of the spectrum.  Your middle-of-the-
road may not be another person’s middle, so specifying where the middle lies is another area open 
to discussion.  Still, for the most part, you have only to please yourself. 
 
Events that clarify for you the usefulness of ‘middle’ materials are whether they:  
1)  ring true to you 
2)  don’t cause tears when they are used 
 
If either event occurs — 1: the facts presented sounds hokey, or 2: children weep at its approach 
(or you weep at its approach), it’s a wrong thing to do. 
 
 
 
 
Q:  “Stop tap-dancing around the question!  Where do I find a decent curriculum, for crying out loud!” 
A:  Finding ‘a decent curriculum’ is the problem. 
 
Curriculae are put together by a person, or, more likely, by people, with opinions.  These opinions 
may not reflect your own opinions concerning specifics within the materials chosen to teach a 
particular curriculum.  The spelling, writing and reading of the curriculum may work for your 
children, but you think the math section is the pits.  Or maybe the math section fits the bill 
perfectly but you disagree with the program’s scientific approach.  At best, all you can look for are 
guidelines as to what the cultural expectation is for what it means to be ‘educated,’ and work those 
expectations into your daily life using materials that seem reasonably sound: 
 
• If being a good reader is expected, read to your children until they can read for themselves.  

(I’d recite One Fish, Two Fish for you from memory, but it would go on so long I’d violate Dr. 
Seuss’s estate’s copyright.) 

• If being mathematically competent is expected, present your children with mathematical 
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exercises so that they know how events and entities within 
the world relate to each other mathematically.  (“No, 
Sweetie, you can’t ride the cat.  You’re too heavy.”) 

• If being a scientific thinker is important, explain the 
workings of everyday events.  (“We put the old food in the 
top of the compost bin and the bugs and worms turn it 
into dirt for the garden.”) 

• If writing well is a desired trait, show children how to write 
what they need to write.  (“Santa needs the letter in 
English, darling.  Can you tell me what the pictures mean 
so I can write them for you?”) 

 
 
Q:  Are you always this obtusely annoying? 
A:  Yes, I’m afraid so. 
 
 
Q:  Do you have specific ideas about curriculum that are  
      actually helpful instead of wishy-washily failing to take a  
      stance? 
A:  Yes. 
 
 
Q:  Well? 
A:  Homeschooling for a younger child might begin by, 
 
Reading:   
• In infancy, start with Pat the Bunny and work towards more complex books.  If your child is 

past infancy, continue reading the books you have and add to your library regularly.   
• Read aloud every day. 
 
Math: 
• Start with counting cookies.  Then add some; take away some; divvy up some between 

members of a group; figure out how many batches it will take to have enough for the 
Hallowe’en party. 

• Provide the child with a dollar or so each time you go to the store.  The child may buy anything   
he or she likes (within reason – baby aspirin would be out of line regardless of how much the 
child likes the taste).  The child may keep the change, or the dollar, and put it in a piggy bank at 
home. 

• Negotiate on how many peas must be eaten before cake can be eaten; let the child count the 
peas.  Sometimes even one pea is a ‘victory’ but choose your battles wisely. 

• If cake pieces are to be measured to ensure fair distribution among diners, the children must do 
the measuring themselves using no more than ‘ten-inch voices.’  (measure ten inches)   
[note:  to reduce the amount of cake-measuring needed the “First one cuts, second one 
chooses” rule may be invoked.] 
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Science:  Allow the children to experiment with gravity:  
• drop items from high chairs to see if they all fall 
• teeter-totter and note how many younger siblings it 

takes to counterweight the eldest 
• swing at the playground, and observe how if the 

child stops ‘pumping’ he slowly stops 
• (I draw the line at parachuting, because I have a 

ground-level excitement threshold) 
 
 
 Also: 
• bake small cakes leaving out one ingredient each time 
• admire how detergent makes water ‘wetter’ thus 

allowing dirt to be washed away 
• observe intake (drinking liquids) with outgo (peeing) 
• note which way water circles in the toilet after 

flushing 
• note how using a pencil to write on paper makes the 

pencil’s point grow smaller 
• observe how batteries eventually cease powering loud 

toys; commiserate with child over the battery’s demise 
• compare static electricity with lighting 
• demonstrate using a lever by putting mini-marshmallows on the end of the fork and hitting the 

tines 
• usefully demonstrate a lever by prying nails out of the wall while you’re rearranging the photo 

display to make room for more frames 
 
History:  Go to the library and ask the children’s librarian for appropriate history books for your 
child’s age.  Read the books to your child.  (when reading ‘history’ it helps to being at the beginning 
and work towards the present) 
 
Handwriting:  Do an online search for Getty-Dubai Italic, Zaner-Bloser, D’Nealian, Palmer.  
Look at the alphabets, pick the one you like best.  Encourage the proper grip on the pencil to make 
writing easier. 
http://www.drawwrite.com/Catalog/HTML/pencilgrip.html 
 
Geography:  Make a map of the child’s room.  Now, make another map of the child’s room as the 
child wishes it was.  Make a map of the house (indicate where it would be cool to have secret 
passages).  Make a map of the yard (indicate where it would be fun to have a hidden cave with 
treasure in it).  Make a map of the neighborhood (indicate where the best place to have an ice 
cream shop would be). 
• indicate the directions (suns could go on the East and West sides of the map  
• draw a map legend indicating special features shown by colors or symbols indicate scale 

(measure in M&Ms:  1 M&M = 1 foot) 
 
 PE:  Ride bikes.  Go for walks.  Swim.  Roller-skate.  Play kick-ball.  Jump rope.  Play tag.  Chase 
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your dog.  Have your dog chase you.  Play Frisbee. 
 
Health:  Talk about: 
• getting enough sleep (“You may not be tired, but I’m exhausted. Now go to bed.”) 
• dressing properly (“There is snow outside.  Put on a jacket!”) 
• washing hands & faces (“I can see streaks.  Do it again.”) 
• taking baths (“You will not be boiled to death.  And this time, use the soap.”) 
• eating properly (“Take the shell off it, then eat it.”) 
• tidiness (Legos on the bedroom floor should be classified as anti-personnel devices.) 
• vitamins (“No, they are not candy, and you can’t have more than one today.”) 
• communicative ‘problems:’  (“Darling, please don’t tell Natasha she’ll catch lice if she wears 

your hat.  You don’t have lice.”  [True story.  An explanation followed on the mechanics of 
lice-catching (lice are not spontaneous creations inherent in the act of sharing), and the reasons 
for not sharing the hats and combs of others.  A note was sent to Natasha’s mother assuring 
her that Rosie didn’t have, nor had ever had, lice.] ) 

 
Curriculum advice given by veteran homeschoolers doesn’t often go much beyond how to begin.  
Once new homeschooling parents get a year or two under their belts, they figure out that they can, 
indeed, ‘Do It Themselves’ either by choosing materials individually, or by critiquing programs 
more effectively and adjusting them as needed.  Some parents find that DIY fulfills their need to 
provide sound educations for their children, while others find that working within the established 
guidelines of programs frees their time for other undertakings. 

 
  
 
Q:  I’m really not comfortable winging it, don’t you have more concrete information? 
A:  Home Learning Year by Year 
http://www.homeschoolzone.com/hsz/rupp5.htm 
 
Q:  Why didn’t you say that in the first place? 
A:  Then I wouldn’t have had the fun of writing this piece.  After years of homeschooling, and 
collecting so many ideas, developing my thinking about learning, and learning more myself, it feels 
like a waste not to share some of it.  Naturally, all the people who read this won’t agree with me, 
but if they’re homeschooling themselves about homeschooling, they’ll begin refining their 
expectations of homeschooling, what kinds of approaches they want to take, and they’ll be on the 
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path to expanding their own ideas about how they want 
their children to learn. 
 
 
There Is No One Right Way, not mine, not anyone 
else’s.  By realizing that there are differences of opinion 
(possibly through disagreeing with me), parents new to 
homeschooling may give themselves permission to look 
outside of standard programs for other materials when 
the provided materials fail to satisfy instead of blaming 
themselves or their children for the failure.  Shave the 
corners off the programs, not off the children. 
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