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Frequently Asked Questions About MILITARY Homeschooling in Europe

Introduction

I’ve heard about this homeschooling but I’ve never known anyone
who did it. It sounds really strange, I mean, how can you be around your
kids all day without going nuts? And don’t the kids get tired of being home
all the time, too? My kids go bonkers right after they come home from
school and have to run right out to the playground. I don’t see how anyone
could stand to be around hyper kids all day.
And besides that, aren’t most homeschoolers, like, well, you know,
weird? I’ve heard some strange things about extremist groups and I think
they’re homeschoolers, aren’t they? And besides that, what do they do all
day? They must be doing something weird if they have to hide in their
houses all the time.
My friend says homeschoolers overprotect their kids. Kids gotta
get out an mix around with everyone. You can’t hide from the world.
I also have to wonder how these kids are going to get into college.
What are their parents trying to do to them by handicapping them in this
way? How will these kids handle a college situation?
Anyone who homeschools has probably heard some of these
sentiments, if not all of them. These ideas come from family, friends,
acquaintances and, on odd occasions, strangers. You look “normal” until
someone finds out that you homeschool and then the interrogation begins (as if
you’ve never considered any of the questions routinely posed). In a way this is
understandable. Despite being over twenty-five years old in its resurgent form,
and despite being a traditional form of education, “homeschooling” is still
unfamiliar.
Most people also believe that they’ve never heard of anyone who has
been homeschooled. Let’s test the theory by seeing how many of these names are
recognizable.

•
•
•
•

Irving Berlin
Pearl Buck
Agatha Christie
Buffalo Bill Cody

•
•
•
•

Charles Dickens
Maxim Gorki
Patrick Henry
Yehudi Menuhin

Recognize anyone?
“But there wasn’t homeschooling back then,” you might say.
Well, perhaps there wasn’t a homeschooling movement. Perhaps
it wasn’t “different” to be educated at home. Perhaps there was no
compulsory schooling. Perhaps everything was different but these people
were still educated at home or self-educated. And they were successful.
In a slightly different context the scientist Carl Sagan observed
on page 428 of his book Demon Haunted World, “At that time there were
only about two and a half million citizens of the United States. Today there
are about a hundred times more. So if there were ten people of the caliber
of Thomas Jefferson, then there ought to be 10 x 100 = 1,000 Thomas
Jeffersons today.
“Where are they?”
If the people involved in the founding of our country were
transported forward by time machine, would they be able, allowing for a
period of adjustment, to cope? And, if this were a sort of time-exchange
program, would the well-educated educated people of today be prepared to
collaborate on a Declaration of Independence or a Constitution?
Homeschoolers don’t claim to be raising Constitution-writers but
we have a chance to do the best we can for our children and we intend to
give our children their best shot in the finest tradition of home education.
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Introduction

Homeschooling is an integrated family experience. In our
family there are no specified “school hours,” the kids are “in school” no
matter where, no matter when. Even before we heard of homeschooling
it was part of our family life as shown by our oldest son reading the
funny papers to his younger brother, though it wasn’t until after our
oldest son graduated from high school that the word “homeschooling”
even came to our notice. In all the flurry of repeated military moves
(house #22 in the top picture; house #28 when we heard of
homeschooling; house #31 now) we had missed any mention of this
resurgent social phenomenon.
Since hearing about homeschooling in 1989, and having
started“officially” homeschooling the next year, we cannot imagine
living any other way. Even during family vacations we look for
educational experiences. During our visit to an aunt and uncle in
Boston we took a side-trip to that curious marketing ploy known as
Plymouth Rock (It’s the lumpish sort of thing at the bottom middle of the
center picture. It was almost as impressive “in person.”). A visit to a
different aunt and uncle saw us stopping at Cahokia, Illinois to see the
the mounds left by the Mississippian peoples. The bottom picture shows
the kids near the Black Hills of South Dakota where we visited an
ancient sinkhole that trapped hundreds of mammoths and is now being
excavated. Education is all around.
To be sure self-education isn’t the only successful form of
learning and I certainly wouldn’t want to have an operation by a
surgeon who hadn’t undergone rigorous training. But we’re not talking
brain surgery here, we’re talking basic education which we’ve all had.
On the question of homeschooling Society asks if I am trained
or certified to teach. Do the credentialed movers and shakers assume I
was in an altered mental state the entire time I was helping my children
learn to talk, walk, learn their colors, learn their prepositions, learn how
to tie their shoes and all the millions of other great and tiny skills which
go into growing up? Why does Society assume that I was able to adjust
to the changing needs of my children as they grew toward the age of six,
but on each child’s sixth birthday I suddenly got stupid. Four times.
Was it something in the cakes? Also, having been through school myself,
why am I not able to pass along the knowledge that my diplomas say I
have learned? If public schooling is so significant, why is it assumed
that the parents who have been publicly schooled are unable to pass that
information along? Conversely, if my public education didn’t work and
I am unable to teach my children, why would I then want to subject my
children to the same thing?
Which way is it? Was I taught correctly by the system and am
a competent, well-schooled person who is to be trusted with her own
children, or was my diploma a lie and I am unable to pass along the
social, cultural and academic education I received and I need constant
watching and social services intervention? Which way is it??
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Frequently Asked Questions About MILITARY Homeschooling in Europe

What is homeschooling?

How many homeschoolers are
there?

3

Homeschooling is an option among the various educational
opportunities in Europe. Other opportunities are DoDD schools operated
by the U.S. government, local national schools and private schools such as
the Waldorf Schule and International schools.
A big difference between homeschooling and the other options,
other than it takes place at home instead of in a school building, is that the
family chooses the type of educational experience it desires. That choice
can range from a purchased curriculum to an apprenticeship to
correspondence courses in specialized areas. The choice depends upon the
family’s interests and abilities and can be tailored to fit any unique needs,
areas of expertise or special situations such as living in Europe.
Homeschooling can be school-at-home but it isn’t limited to this
particular style. Sometimes school-at-home is perfect for a family and
other times a different approach works better. The family can choose a
highly-structured purchased curriculum or design their own. Less
structured purchased curriculums are also available as well as distancelearning schools that allow the family to custom tailor the leaning situation
to fulfill specified credit areas. How a family approaches home education
is decided at the most basic level, by the individuals in a family.
Not only can schooling be tailored to specific interests, but
family tradition or religion can be fully integrated into the education. In
addition to programs, groups and newsletters especially for conservative
Christian homeschoolers, there are new groups and newsletters for
Adventist, Catholic, Jewish, Mormon and Muslim families as well as for
homeschoolers of color.

An excellent question to which there is no definitive answer. A
researcher with the U.S. Department of Education came up with an estimate
in 1991 of between 248,500 and 353,000 homeschooled children
nationwide. The National Center for Home Education estimates a growth
of 20% - 25% per year which seems to be in line with growth seen in
support groups. Extrapolating from the baseline figure and the growth
figures gives an estimate of around 750,000 for 1996. Does anyone know
the exact numbers? No.

An Integrated Education

Cindy is is working on becoming a veterinarian.
In addition to taking a veterinary technician course in
addition to her high school studies, she takes every
opportunity to work with animals and advance her
knowledge.
Daily she gives our resident rabbit Attila the Bun
her breakfast. Attila, also known as Napoleon Bunnypart
due to her no-nonsense iron-pawed control of the basement,
is actually a very sociable little critter who is trusting and
confident due to the kind treatment and care lavished on her
by her “primary physician.”
Wild animals also receive Cindy’s attention. One
the day a young blackbird was less-than-cordially ushered
into the house by our cat Dinah. Cindy and her sister kindly
incarcerated the miscreant cat (who howled all through
Operation Blackbird) and then carefully rescued the young
bird and got it back outside.
On finding a small, deceased wee beastie past all
help, she took the opportunity to examine it closely and gain
knowledge about tiny-animal anatomy.
Cindy accompanies all our animals to the vet
when they need to go and has assisted vets in drawing blood
from one of our cats and in vaccinating others - and with
Siamese, this is no small feat.
Other of Cindy’s studies are holistic; one area is
directly related to another, a case in point being her PE
which is horseback riding - physical fitness and working
with animals in one package.
Homeschoolers not only take opportunities, they
make them.
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Is homeschooling legal
overseas?

But I’ve heard that
homeschooling is illegal in
Germany.
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The simplest answer is to quote from the regulations concerning dependent
education.
DoD 1342.6 Administrative and Logistic support for DoDD Schools (This is the
manual that applies to all overseas areas where DoDD schools operate.)
Ch. 1, D, 3. Installation commanders will: e. Encourage all educable, eligible
dependents who have not completed high school to attend either DoD Dependents Schools
or a regular program of formal instruction in the local school system, enroll in a nonDoD school, or enroll in an independent study program by correspondence.
UR 10-20, Area Support Group BASOPS Functions and Responsibilities
Appendix B, II, 10.; (1) ASG Commander’s Primary Responsibilities for Personnel and
Community Activities; (j) Family Member Registration and Education; (4) Encourage
eligible family members who have not completed high school to attend Department of
Defense Dependents Schools (DoDDS). Alternatives to DoDD schooling include local
national schools, private schools, or independent study correspondence programs.
Although enrollment in DoDDS cannot be enforced, ASG commanders will ensure that
school-age children who are not enrolled in a DoDDS are receiving some form of
education.
The Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) is the “Agreement between the
parties to the North Atlantic Treaty regarding the status of their forces (NATO SOFA);”
it was signed in London in June of 1951. Education and schooling are not mentioned in
the SOFA and with the establishment of the Defense Department schools (formerly
DoDDS, now DoDEA) which are solely under American control, my interpretation is that
schooling of American dependent children of persons in the employ of the Armed
Services is an internal issue, an American/American situation. Since homeschooling is
“some form of education” it is in accordance with UR 10-20; consequently, the host
nation has no concern with the children’s education.
Signatory nations to the SOFA are: Belgium, Canada, France, Iceland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland (UK) and the United States of America.
The SOFA is found in USAREUR Pamphlet 550-19/USAFE Pamphlet 30-16.
SOFA Article 1(b), USAREUR Pam. 550-19, p. J1,: ‘civilian component’ means the
civilian personnel accompanying a force of a Contracting Party who are in the employ of
an armed service of the Contracting Party, and who are not stateless persons nor
nationals of any State which is not a Party to the North Atlantic Treaty, nor nationals of,
nor ordinarily resident in, the State in which the force is located.
The relationship of the German national government with personnel covered by
the SOFA is found in Annex K, an additional amendment. Germany, the United States,
Belgium, Canada, the Netherlands, and the UK signed Annex K on the 3rd of August
1959.
SOFA, Article 13, USAREUR Pam. 550-19, Annex K, p. K-10: 1. Except where
expressly provided otherwise, international agreements or other provisions in force in the
Federal territory concerning social security, including social and medical assistance,
shall not apply to members of a force or of a civilian component or to dependents.

German citizens, American citizens in Germany without military affiliation, noncommand sponsored dependents and all third country nationals fall completely under the
jurisdiction of the German government. For these people homeschooling is not an option
and school attendance is mandatory according to the laws of the German states.
Command sponsored dependents are in Germany under the auspices of the
Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) and are thus not considered “ordinarily resident” (as
above in Annex, p. J1, Article 1(b)) in Germany and are not considered the social
responsibility of the German government.
Military and civilian personnel in the employ of the U.S. government are
specifically excluded from German social services. The schooling of American children
whose parent(s) is (are) militarily affiliated is not addressed by the SOFA and seems to be
tacitly left to American custom.
Additionally there are annexes L through R, further refining the SOFA, but
none mention education or schooling. The relationship between Germany and foreign
military presences continues to evolve but so far education and schooling have not been an
issue.

Europe

Living in Europe affords opportunities not easily available
to families living in the United States. Although these experiences are
available to all families overseas, homeschoolers are able to use their
travel time to study history on-site and to participate in international
events as players and not only as students. Some opportunities are less
spectacular, but welcome nonetheless, such as free public sports
equipment along forest trails.
At top Rosie is cleaning collection plates to be used at the
Episcopal Family Conference held annually at Bernkastel-Kues on the
Mosel river. She was also an active participant in services held
during the conference and in youth activities.
The middle picture is of Rosie and Bearby being buffeted by
freezing winds on the highest point of the Hochalpenstraße in Austria,
the Edelweißspitze. Rosie even managed to find a bear sized dirndl at
one of the shops along the way and Bearby was appropriately outfitted
for her portrait.
Below the picture of Rosie, Andy is trying out the parallel
bars on the Sportpfad in the woods near our house. On every nice day
we make time for a walk in the woods and see how we fare at push ups,
pulls ups, gymnastic rings, the bars and other “tests.” We know that
the gray skies and the rain will return all too soon.
At bottom the girls and two friends are riding in the opening
show of the EuroCheval horse exposition held in Offenburg, Germany.
During the exposition accommodations were Spartan and the girls
needed to behave responsibly, follow instructions carefully, work in a
totally non-English-speaking environment, be punctual for all events,
and properly care for the animals assigned to them.
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What about socialization?

Who are these homeschoolers?
Aren’t they mostly religious
nuts or back-to-the-earth
treehuggers?

7

There seems to be an idea that children who are educated outside
a school building are doing nothing but sitting at home, sheltered, secluded
and all but sequestered from “society.” This notion, which has almost
mythical stature, is just that, a myth. Homeschooled children join scout
troops, take classes through local youth services, attend classes at DoDD
schools, are active in church groups, volunteer in the community, work
summer hire, and, very often, live in a housing area. These children are
surrounded by people and they interact with them just as anyone else
would.
Homeschooled children also have a valuable opportunity to
regularly interact with people other than their peers thus allowing them to
develop social skills that cut across the artificial boundaries imposed by
age-graded classes.
Homeschooled is not synonymous with cloistered.

The people homeschooling their children are any kind of people
you care to think of. Yes, some people homeschool for religious reasons.
Yes, some people homeschool because they believe that our future is
dependent upon doing as little harm to our planet as possible.
Homeschooling takes place in cities or in the country, in trailer parks or
in ranch-style homes, in military housing or on the economy, and is
practiced by parents of diverse occupations. There are homeschoolers in
all fifty states as well as Switzerland, England, France, Saudi Arabia,
Canada and Australia.
The stereotypical image of a homeschooling family is just that,
a stereotype. Each family homeschools in its own fashion. If they wish,
they may take philosophical direction from an outside source just as
anyone in the general population may. The same is true for those people
who choose to follow their hearts.
Guidance and advice on homeschooling is abundant; support
groups dedicated to a specific philosophy are also easily found.
However, as long as freedom of choice exists, there can be no
mandatory, “one-right-way,” technique. Each family chooses according
to its conscience.
As far as demographics go, there are probably similar numbers
of “religious nuts” and “environmental tree-huggers” in the general
population as there are among homeschoolers. What is a “religious nut?”
What is a “tree-hugger?” Your point of view probably determines much
of what you see.

Socialization

Because of the difference in choice of education, many
homeschoolers are thought to be significantly different from the general
population. Homeschoolers, though, are of the same makeup as the
general population since that’s where they come from. Football fans are
not thought of as strange because they aren’t baseball fans. Hockey fans
are still mainstream American as are surfers, bowlers, marathon runners,
cyclists, mountain climbers, spelunkers, swimmers, gymnasts, equestrians,
rodeo riders, skiers, ice skaters and martial artists. Diversity is treasured
in the sports world, in the worlds of the arts and of fashion, as well as in
food choice, transportation method, careers, hobbies and religious
choice. Diversity in education, though, is seen as suspicious. Why the
tolerance in all other areas of life but not in education? How can the rest
of life be considered properly diverse but within education it’s one-sizefits-all? How did education get separated from living?
The top picture is of Cindy and her best friend Shawn on a
summer afternoon. The girls share an interest in science and biology and
on this day their idea of fun was to examine a lab specimen. Cindy is a
homeschooler, Shawn attends DoDDS. Which one is “abnormal” for
liking biology on a summer afternoon instead of hanging out at the mall?
The middle picture is of the end of a January walk and Rose still
had energy for teasing Dad. Dad was a bit whacked but he still had a
sense of humor about being the non-active half of a stick-duel. Goofing
around with your dad may not be considered important socialization but
just think of the impact the “generation gap” has had plus the alienation
of youth from the adult world.
In the bottom picture Andy is descending from a successful
climb on the Alpine Tower at the rec services area in Schwetzingen,
Germany. The climb is the finale after a day of team building instruction
by the rec services personnel. Andy is being “anchored” by Rosie and
Jimmy who appear to be directly beneath him. They’re hanging onto the
rope and lowering him slowly to the ground; his safety is literally in their
hands. If Rosie and Jimmy had “an attitude” about listening to their
adult instructor, Andy could have been in danger from poor attention to
detail or from “practical jokes.” As it was, Rosie and Jimmy listened just
fine.
One fourteen-year old homeschooler wrote about a weekend
experience she had in a college dorm with a program in New Mexico
called Celebrate Youth! She wrote that the other students had trouble
with the rules for the weekend, such as no boys in girls’ rooms and viceversa. It dismayed her to see this misbehavior and she credited the other
students’ attitudes to the idea that, “It’s not cool to interact with grownups . . .” “It’s not even considered hip to be kind and natural to your
parents, especially when your friends are around.”*
Sustained one-on-one contact with grown-ups is an important
part of learning social interaction on an adult level. When people don’t
practice this during their youth it just takes all that much longer once they
are in the adult world to figure out how to behave. Can it be that young
people are disaffected because they suffer culture shock once they leave
home, or possibly more significantly for them, leave their peer group?

* “Getting Perspective from School Students,” Growing Without Schooling
#112, Sep/Oct 96, pp. 16 - 17
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Where do you get textbooks?

How can parents teach
subjects with which they are
unfamiliar?

How will I know if my child
is at grade level?

9

If you choose to use a purchased curriculum there are many
companies that supply packages combining a curriculum, textbooks and teacher
support services, or supply the services separately. Be aware that even though
you are the paying customer, curriculums are, within each company, one-sizefits-all; there is no picking and choosing concerning the books used. There are,
however, schools that prescribe the areas to be covered and allow the family to
choose the materials with which they will fulfill the requirements (from libraries,
catalogs, specialty stores, videos, computer programs, tutoring, apprenticing,
etc.). Writing to schools that advertise in homeschooling magazines can be a first
step in the decision process.
If you choose not to use a purchased curriculum you can buy your
choice of materials, which can be anything from a book on the subject to the
materials used in that field. An example of this may be a geologist’s pick,
mineral and gem field guides, a rock tumbler and display cases for polished
specimens for someone who is interested in being a rock hound.
Specialty magazines and catalogs are an excellent starting point.
Look over the information presented, make your choice and write for more
information. Between magazines, catalogs, the library and the post office you
can find treasure, and I don’t think I’m overstating the case in the least.
Computer access to on-line services is another valuable resource, especially for
computer-geeks-in-training. As the mother of two geeks and the wife of another,
I use the term with the utmost respect.

Why would they have to? Tutors can be found, books are available,
audio and video tapes can be ordered or checked out of the library and schools
may allow homeschooled children to enroll in single courses. In the past few
years there has been an explosion of information available in learner-friendly
form. The range extends from math texts to foreign language tapes to interactive
physics CD-ROM programs to history videos.
Even though some sources are intellectually light-weight, they
provide a foot-in-the-door for novices and give them a starting point. This
allows the person, child or adult, to gain a basic understanding of an area and
then proceed to more technical instruction. Oftentimes parents learn about an
area of which they were ignorant and so the homeschooling benefits not only the
child but the parent too. This can provide even more common ground for family
interaction and discussion. Homeschoolers may well ask, “What generation
gap?”

What is grade level? Consider an infant learning to speak or walk.
Parents are told to allow the child to proceed at its own pace, not to rush, not to
worry about a child being either “behind” or “ahead” of its peers. The same is
true for other areas of development. We are all individuals and do not grow,
physically or intellectually, according to another person’s written plan; we grow
according to our internal clock. Sometimes we go faster, sometimes slower.
For those people who are just plain uncomfortable allowing their
children to continue learning in the fashion the children did before they were of
school age one source of information planning is the series of books by E. D.
Hirsch, Jr. for children from first to sixth grade entitled What Your (enter grade
here) Grader Needs to Know. By using these books as guides you can present
what is considered by many people to be “core knowledge,” while
supplementing to cover areas of special interest to either the parent or child.
These books are available in the library or from catalogs.

Grade Level

Grade level is an area that can be taken care of by using a purchased
curriculum. You are presented with the standard instruction for a particular age,
the child is instructed at this level, the child is in synch with his or her schooled
peers. But what if your child isn’t interested in what is being taught? Tough beans;
do it anyhow? Policemom on the spot to curb curricular crime? Difficult to pull off
if you are to be a concerned, compassionate parent. How do you play policemom
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 4 weeks a month, 12 months a year for 12 years?
Who would want to? Flexibility needs to be as much a part of homeschooling as it
does for raising young not-school-aged children, taking the family’s dynamics into
consideration.
Homeschooling is an art rather than a regimen.
Yes, many
organizations, the military chief among them, are run “by the book.” But in
homeschooling, the children are not part of an “all volunteer force.” Like all of us,
they didn’t ask to be here; they didn’t enlist. Parents have the responsibility to guide
their children’s upbringing and to craft the childhood experience as positively and
healthfully as possible. Structure and flexibility must go hand-in-hand, again
according to the family dynamics. If hair color, eye color, stature, body type and
longevity can be determined genetically, why not a preference for a certain style of
learning, taking genetic throwbacks into consideration. If my great-grandmother
had twins and my grandmother had triplets, why should I be surprised to find out I
was having twins? (Selective-memory, that’s why.)
Extrapolating, if I read five books “at a time” (different books for
morning, afternoon, evening, bedtime and in the car) and have multiple projects
going at a time (this booklet, a newsletter, the kids’ schooling, two other booklets,
and my reading research, not to mention three square meals a day plus laundry - the
L-word) and they all co-exist in various stages of completion, why should I be
surprised to find that one of my daughters has three or four things going at the same
time, changes clothes three times a day and has a work area that looks like a
tornado hit it? If my husband concentrates on one thing at a time and works on
nothing but that project until it is finished, reads one book at a time until it is
finished, goes on a computer upgrade binge and doesn’t stop until it’s finished, why
should I be surprised that another of our children concentrates in the same way?
(Here comes the selective memory again) I’m surprised because nose-to-onegrindstone isn’t my style.
Talent, interest, brain myelination*, and experience all play a part in
what a child is ready to learn. In the homeschooling situation where you’re rubbing
against each other for extended periods of time with no buffers, great sensitivity on
the part of the adult is necessary for the experience to be positive.
At top Andy was doing a physics experiment. He also had a lot of fun
throwing water balloons at his sisters, who enjoyed throwing their own balloons
back.
In the middle, Rosie is probably doing her math - one subject where the
concrete and abstract may have to be puzzled out and the concepts sometimes take
time to sink in; homeschoolers have that time. Since Rosie was “the 3rd grade
class” there was no one to hold up if she didn’t grasp a concept, nor was there
anyone to hold her back when she caught the concept-ball and ran like the wind.
Cindy, at ten, wanted to learn to type, probably to assist her on the old
Commodore. Consequently her “5th grade curriculum” included typing. Was she
at “grade level?” Did it matter?
In looking at grade-level and texts: talk to other homeschoolers; try as
many resources as fiscally possible and temporally practical; keep what works, sell
what doesn’t. Even though a book or kit doesn’t work for you, it may be exactly
what someone else is looking for.

* see, Endangered Minds: Why Children Don’t Think and What We Can Do About It. by
Jane M. Healy, PhD, Ch. 3, pp. 66 - 82
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What about testing?

I’ve seen homeschooled kids
out in the community during
school hours. Why aren’t they
busy with school work?

11

Like grade level, testing is a device used by institutions in order
to keep tabs on large numbers of children. It is useful to them in
quantifying, classifying and labelling since numbers and grades are more
easily compared than subjective descriptions of educational progress.
A parent who is closely involved with a child can tell if a child
is having a problem in a particular area and can devote time to solving the
problem, if indeed it needs solving at that point. Time and maturity can
often be the solution needed for mastery of some concepts. If, however,
testing sets your minds at ease, basic skills tests are available. As with
other areas, check out the ads in the homeschooling magazines.

What makes you think they aren’t? Perhaps on the day you saw
them they were on a “field trip” to the commissary. Many homeschooling
families use real-world situations for instructional purposes. A trip to the
commissary during an uncrowded time might be hands-on training in
handling a budget, nutritional instruction or making food purchase
decisions. The same could be said of a trip to the PX, substituting
clothing budget for food budget. A short hike to the Shopette can
combine needed exercise and a breath of fresh air with an experience in
handling money. In this way a child uses real money instead of plastic
coins and handles real transactions instead of pretend ones.
Homeschooled children playing on the playground during
“school hours” might be having recess or PE and are probably socializing
with the other children and not just their age-graded peers. Then again
they might just be playing because “school” is held at different hours in
their home than is necessary for large groups that need to show up at the
same place at the same time in order for teachers to do their jobs.
Homeschoolers aren’t bound by the usual times and places any more than
any other free-lance person. Writers don’t keep the same hours as a office
workers, musicians aren’t bound to the same schedule as teachers,
photographers have different schedules than commanding officers.
Homeschoolers can be equated to free-lance students; they control their
schedules, their schedules don’t control them.

“Truant” Homeschoolers

The idea of school-aged children not being “in school”
during “school hours” is annoying to some people. It is as if the
hours between eight and three are magical and learning can only
take place during this time. Homeschooling parents that have their
kids out-and-about during this time are looked at as neglecting
their children’s education or the children are seen as “getting
over” and not having to endure all the annoyances that attend
“normal” life.
My children have often been “not at school” during
“school hours.” They were not, however, hanging out, getting into
mischief, “skipping school” or any other anti-social activity.
A few years ago we participated in an Art Enrichment
Program crafted by the Heidelberg Youth Services specifically for
homeschooled children as the classes were held during the day
when the craft center was underutilized.
During school hours on Friday mornings during the
school years from ‘93 to ‘96 we volunteered at a friend’s third
grade class carrying in books from our own library at home and
helping with reading.
On Friday afternoons in the spring of ‘96 we helped the
U.S. Army Medical Research Unit Europe fold over 5,000 surveys
concerning Operation Joint Endeavor, stuff them into envelopes,
address and then sort the envelopes for delivery to the appropriate
APO. 5,000 envelopes divided by an average of eight workers
equals sixteen hours of steady work. During the summer two of the
teenage homeschoolers worked in the Research Unit entering the
survey results into computer databases.
Over Spring Break of ‘96 my kids helped students from
Heidelberg High School refurbish the Teen Clinic in the high
school.
Tuesday afternoons of the 95-96 school year we helped
with the after-school chess club at Heidelberg’s Patrick Henry
Village Elementary school.
One afternoon a friend needed a game tested before she
presented it at a Scout get-together. The kids in the homeschool
Teen Group dutifully went outside and tested the game. The game
was a dud, despite variations thought up by kids and grownups
alike, but everyone had fun and got “PE” in the bargain.
Are these activities “usual?” Maybe not. Are they
“abnormal?” Not so’s you’d notice. Are these kids “in school?”
Depends on your perspective.
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Can homeschooled students
get into college?

So, why do you homeschool?
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Not only can homeschooled students get into college, many of
them are actively sought out by colleges themselves. Colleges also
advertise in homeschooling magazines
In 1983 California homeschooler Grant Colfax was admitted to
Harvard University. Two of his brothers subsequently followed in his
footsteps. His parents tell the story in their books Homeschooling for
Excellence and Hard Times in Paradise.
Alexandra Swann homeschooled her way through elementary
school, high school and college all the way to a masters degree by the age
of sixteen. Alexandra tells her own story in No Regrets.
Since these homeschoolers made a noticeable splash in the
higher education pool, other home educated students have been accepted
around the country. I guess they don’t make the paper anymore because,
with their numbers and success, they’re no longer “news;” homeschoolers
going to college is no longer remarkable.
Books for homeschooled teenagers and college-bound students
are available from homeschooling catalogs. John Holt’s Book and Music
Store has Bear’s Guide to Earning College Degrees Nontraditionally,
College Admissions: A Guide for Homeschoolers, College Degrees by
Mail, both of the books by the Colfaxes plus And What About College? by
Cafi Cohen. From Genius Tribe you can order Real Lives: Eleven
Teenagers Who Don’t Go To School, a nominee for Best Books for Young
Adults 1994 by the American Library Association, and The Teenage
Liberation Handbook: How to quit school and get a real life and
education. Both of these books are by Grace Llewellyn who is also the
founder of Genius Tribe. No Regrets and Homeschooling for Excellence
are available from The Education Connection.

I started out homeschooling for the “usual” reasons:
dissatisfaction with this little thing and that little thing, this medium thing
and that big thing. I continue to homeschool because it has got to be the
most exciting thing I have ever done. It is a thrill to see my kids grapple
with new ideas and synthesize them into a working worldview. It is
heartbreakingly wonderful to watch them grow, see them tackle new
adventures and brim with confidence at their ability to do anything they
set their minds to.
In addition to the true joy of spending the days, weeks and years
with my best friends there is also the adrenalin high of being on the
cutting edge of an old-new phenomenon that may be a major influence on
society. World class events are never boring. They may be nervewracking and scary, maybe like stepping out of an airplane and trusting
that your ‘chute will open. Nobody knows where homeschooling will go,
but this ride is the thrill of a lifetime.

College

Many people express concern and tut-tut about homeschooled
children being accepted by colleges as if their education might not be up to snuff
because it didn’t take place in a school building. It also seems that some people
feel that college is the only avenue available to people who wish to become
educated. Why is it assumed that if someone wants to know something about
creative writing or astronomy or self-publishing newsletters and booklets that the
person just doesn’t either do the thing they are interested in, or find mentors to
guide them? The mentors can be people, books, magazines, computer programs,
or videos. Some of my favorite mentors have never met me and have no idea that
I exist - but I’ve read their books and I’ve learned from them.
People self-educate themselves all the time - just go into a library and
try not to be overwhelmed by all the information available. Not only is there
INFORMATION! but it’s all free! The mind boggles at all that education just
sitting there on the shelves FREE regardless of race, creed, national origin, sex,
or anything else. How can we not be educated? The only thing stopping people
from being educated in whatever they want to know is that they haven’t yet
discovered where to find it or how to go about developing a skill that will enable
them to do whatever it is they want to do. I was a computer-illiterate about a
year before I wrote this booklet, but at the time I wanted to produce the
newsletter for our homeschool group. I not only learned to use the computer but
I ran the hard-drive out of memory and space and we recently upgraded to twice
the space and memory and quadruple the speed. Given a lust for knowledge I’m
confident that people who want to learn will eventually find out where the
information lies and claim it for their own.
Getting over the hump of thinking that you either can’t learn or don’t
deserve to learn is another stumbling block. At the risk of being branded a
peddler of pop-psycho-babble, all you have to do is believe in your own ability,
start your search and be persistent.
Now as for career areas that require a college education, such as
medicine (human or veterinary), homeschooled students merely study those
areas that are needed to meet the requirements of the colleges to which they are
applying. Just like everyone else.
Andy is interested in computers and he has educated himself in their
use so much so that he is the one friends call on when they gum up their own
computers. He’s also interested in math and has taught himself math up to
Calculus. He’s working on that now. How do we know he’s learning correctly?
He keeps getting the answers that are in the back of the textbook One sceptic
wag opined that, with Andy working on his own, there was the chance that he
was cheating by just writing down the answers. Andy’s response was a puzzled,
“That’s stupid. Then I wouldn’t learn anything.”
Cindy’s interests have been mentioned elsewhere and she pursues her
studies diligently, usually in the presence of her chief interest - animals.
Rosie is interested in design and fashion. Not only has she made
experimental clothing, as well as using patterns, but she is working her way
through cosmetology books from the library. A related field she’s had
continuing interest in is puppeteering and she designs the dolls and clothing for
them plus sews them together herself. Her creations definitely have personalities
of their own. Now lest her interests seem “lightweight” let me lay some names
on you. Estée Lauder. Donna Karan. Yves St. Laurent. Coco Chanel. Calvin
Klein. Claudia Schiffer. Bridget Hall. Naomi Campbell. Edgar Bergen. Shari
Lewis. Jim Henson.
In addition to our specialized studies we also cover traditional areas
as well. English, History, Literature, Math, Languages, PE and Science. A
couple of years ago we had a great deal of fun finding out about depth
perception. The kids, each with one eye covered, played a game of ball to check
their reactions. It looked strange, but they learned depth perception.
Will my kids get into college? Sure they will, if they want to.
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One of the most passionately held dreams of many new homeschoolers is
that of giving their child or children the best and most comprehensive education
possible. The parents see the child studying art and music, going to museums,
reading all the classics, mastering math, and having important discussions. The child
will grow up to be Albert Einstein, Marie Curie, Albert Schweitzer, Pablo Picasso
and Beverly Sills all rolled into one; a true Renaissance Child.
As parents we need to keep in mind that Einstein, Curie, Schweitzer,
Picasso and Sills were all separate people - nobody was Albert-marie-pablo-beverly
Einstein-Curie-Schweitzer-Picasso-Sills. Our kids are new people and they’re their
own people. They are themselves, not a composite of others who have gone before.
Yes, it is important that they’re given a wide variety of opportunities, but let’s
remember not to force unwanted opportunities on them “for their own good.”
There is an educational fable about all the wild animals getting together to
form a school for their children. It was well-intentioned but the curriculum was
difficult to devise because of all the competing interests of the different groups. The
eagles wanted flying to be paramount but the ducks wanted swimming. The
squirrels favored tree climbing while the moles insisted on advanced digging.
Running was the choice of the deer but snakes held out for slithering. To address the
needs of each group the curriculum covered all these areas. Needless to say the
ducks were terrible runners, the squirrels kept sinking, the snakes dug poorly and the
moles couldn’t get off the ground. The eagles played hooky on slithering day and
just flew away.
The lesson is that we all have different gifts and we should all be able to
develop our gifts as we see fit. Parents should guide, support and advise but the
vicarious living-through-our-children should be held in check. Like the rest of
parenting, its a juggling act while balancing on a moving tightrope.
Where burnout occurs, in parents, is when they are trying to do too much.
Some parents focus on a purchased curriculum that “hits all the milestones” (or
benchmarks, depending on your buzzword preference), and “gets it all in.” Many of
these programs require strict record keeping, no deviation from the syllabus - at least
not if the testing concerns you - and deadlines. This, combined with running a
household, meeting the emotional needs of your spouse, meeting the emotional
needs of the children, and trying to maintain social obligations all culminates in
meltdown. The parent has no more energy to use in getting through the day, they’re
wasted. This is when many people quit homeschooling because it’s too much work
and they’re right, that kind of homeschooling is too much work.
Before you get yourself into this predicament, do some homeschooling
research. Get the advice, through books and magazines, from those who have been
through it. Don’t buy the first program that looks good. Do talk to people at
homeschool groups or through networking lists in magazines who have used the
program. Be wary of those programs that don’t allow for individual variation,
anecdotally they have the worst track record.
Do explore the various materials available and perhaps put together your
own “program.” The benefits here are that you won’t have spent a lot of money so if
a certain purchase doesn’t meet your expectations you can stop using it without the
guilt associated with not completing a thousand dollar program - another source of
burnout. Many people are compelled to complete a program just because they’ve
spent the money but does this get them their money “back?” Are they any better off
for having completed the program or are they frustrated and angry both at themselves
and their children? Do they feel more competent for having disciplined themselves
and their kids to do things they didn’t want to? (How do their kids feel about this?)
Or do they feel incompetent for not being able to conform to a “nationally known
curriculum” that’s obviously been successfully used by “thousands of satisfied
customers?” Come on. Don’t believe all the advertising you read. Get some
catalogs, talk to people, make up your own mind about what fits your family best.
Just as your aren’t raising Albert-Marie-Pablo-Beverly Einstein-Curie-SchweitzerPicasso-Sills, neither are you raising a Generic Child. One size never fits all so don’t
burn yourself out trying to perform an impossibility.

Kid power
Just as parents can burn out with programs that require crossing t’s, dotting i’s,
mailing in homework assignments in proper formats, grading assignments that aren’t mailed in,
keeping time logs, and testing, so, too, can kids burn out. Just as parents get overscheduled and
need downtime to unwind, so do kids. This time to unwind doesn’t mean two weeks at Camp
Whateveryoucallit being shuttled from activity to activity by camp counselors instead of parents.
Just because he’s in a forest doesn’t mean the kid is unwinding.
One of the advantages of homeschooling is that children have quiet time. Instead of
rushing from classroom to classroom and spending the time between activities standing
“quietly” in line in the hall or waiting for classmates to “hand the papers forward”the kids can
actually have quiet time. Activities done by only a few people are done much faster than the same
activity done by twenty people and the “saved” time mounts up. It would be a shame to squander
this time rumbling along in a car shuttling from activity A to activity B to activity C. It helps to
remember that you can (pretty much) do anything you want, but you just can’t do everything you
want.
As much as some of us (me included) want our kids to be Renaissance Children we’ve
got to remember that their lives don’t belong to us. The children have their own interests, their
own desires and their own secret dreams that are yet too fragile to be mentioned or possible not
even fully imagined. Lucky for us parents that they do because their desires provide the steam
for them to pursue those desires; we don’t have to “motivate” the children because whatever
interests them they’ll do, sometimes in the face of staunch parental opposition. Instead of
working against that energy let it drive the children’s activity. Use your energy to pursue what
you want to do.
In the top picture Andy doesn’t look as if he’s doing very much but he’s parked in
front of one of the computers and had been interrupted - again - by someone pestering him for
some nonsensical thing such as supper, sleeping, leaving the house for a stupid drive to a stupid
museum or, in this case, for a photo. Andy writes computer programs and he concentrates on
doing this. His programs are graphics programs with music attached and while I admire them,
I’ve no idea what went into making them but it involves LOTS of tapping away at the keyboard.
The middle picture is of Cindy giving our now-geriatric Bun some medicine. Bun was
not happy about this and the next three pictures I took were in various places around the house
as Bun ran from Cindy. Cindy also completed a correspondence vet tech course and is the one
who talks to the vet whenever either the cat or the rabbit need medical attention.
Rose is the one in the bottom picture; she was having her own private modelling
session on the back porch and I was called out to be the photographer. She’s studied makeup
books and follows the Style program on CNN. She knows all the top designers and their styles;
she knows what’s hot and what’s not. She works on what interests her as much as anyone does,
and she’s good at it.
On none of these projects was I an active participant. For Andy the computer is just
there, he does what he does on his own. For Cindy she takes a natural, if sometimes clinical,
interest in the pets and always has. She has yards of animal care books to include some
technical veterinary manuals which allow her to converse intelligently with the veterinarian.
Rose has located classic makeup technique books and requested them for special occasions such
as birthdays.
I cannot imagine having either the talent to think up these activities or the energy
needed to require the kids to do them. Nor can I imagine making Cindy write graphics
programs, Andy study makeup (although both of Rose’s favorite books are by men), or Rose
medicate the rabbit. Ditto all the hundreds of other things they could have done but didn’t do.
People become good at things by having the time to concentrate on doing them.
Olympic medalists didn’t get to be medalists because they flitted from this activity to the next they concentrated. People who become successful and stay successful are those people who
have an interest as well as a talent - they want to do what they are doing, it isn’t just something
to make them “well rounded.”
Kids burn out doing too many things and dissipate their energies by doing what others
want them to do instead of what they want to do. Parents burn out trying to have enough energy
for their own interest while spending more energy making the kid do something the parent thinks
is worthwhile instead of what the kid wants to do. Don’t burn yourself out trying to live your
child’s life as well as your own and let the kids use their energy living their lives, not yours.
Seven year old children don’t have thirty-five year old dreams.
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So where can I find out more
about all this?

Isn’t this all pretty expensive?
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All you have to do is knock the lid off the homeschool
information well and stand back. Given enough index cards, envelopes and
stamps you could well be inundated with enough information to keep you
reading for months.
There are so many good places to start that it’s hard to decide
which one to mention first. Using an economic criterion as a prioritizer,
the first place to look is in the USAREUR library system for The Home
School Source Book by Donn Reed or the Home School Reader edited by
Helen and Mark Hegener. If your library doesn’t carry them, you can
request them on an inter-library loan from the Patrick Henry Village library
in Heidelberg. If the books seem to be perpetually checked out, you can
cut the delay and order The Home School Source Book from Brook Farm
Books. The Home School Reader is available from Home Education Press
(write for information).
Other sources of information are listed on the next page. Please
be sure to write to many magazines and catalogs for information. Most
homeschooling publications have a definite “slant” and there are more and
more being published all the time. The more samples you request, the
more likely it is that you’ll find a niche in which you are very comfortable.
Don’t be discouraged if you don’t find that one special publication right off
the bat. Keep plugging away. Be persistent.

Like computers, skiing, the latest fashions or any other
specialized activity, homeschooling can be as expensive or as inexpensive
as you choose. Many homeschoolers rely on the library to help them
explore “trial subjects” or for those subjects where the library has an
extensive collection.
If you’ve bought books on a specialized subject that your kids
have outgrown you can always sell the books at book-exchanges held by
homeschool groups or by dealing with a nation-wide exchange service
(look for ads in homeschooling magazines).
Please be aware that packaged curriculums may be expensive and
may have books that don’t meet your needs. Although many people do use
purchased curriculums and are happy with them it is always well to think
long and hard before signing your name to the check. I have also noticed
that the packaged curriculums and textbooks don’t sell very well at bookexchanges whereas “real” books usually go like hotcakes.

Addresses

Associations
General
National Homeschool Association
P. O. Box 157290
Cincinnati, OH 45216-7290
Special Needs
National Handicapped Homeschoolers Assn.
814 Shavertown Rd.
Boothwyn, PA 19061
Books
Be sure to check the library, especially the online catalog.
The Homeschool Reader: Collected Articles from Home Education
Magazine
Home Education Press
P.O. Box 1083
Tonasket, WA 98855
How Children Fail by John Holt, also
How Children Learn
What Do I Do Monday?
Instead of Education
The Art of Education: Reclaiming Your Family, Community and Self
by Linda Dobson
Good Stuff: Learning Tools for All Ages by Becky Rupp
And What About College? by Cafi Cohen
Dumbing Us Down by John Taylor Gatto
Everyone is Able: Exploding the Myth of Learning Disabilities by
Susannah Sheffer
Punished by Rewards: The Trouble with Gold Stars, Incentive Plans,
A’s, Praise and Other Bribes by Alfie Kohn
The Beginner’s Guide to Homeschooling by Patrick Farenga
Homeschooling for Excellence by David and Micki Colfax
Hard Times in Paradise by David and Micki Colfax
The Teenage Liberation Handbook: How to Quit School and Get a
Real Life and Education by Grace Llewellyn
Teenage Homeschoolers: College or Not? by Patrick Farenga
John Holt’s Book and Music Store
2269 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02140-1226
The Home School Source Book
Brook Farm Books
P.O. Box 246
Bridgewater, ME 04735

http://thedrinkinggourd.com/
P.O. Box 2557
Redmond, WA
Catholic
The Catholic Home Educator
NACHE
P.O. Box 420225
San Diego, CA 92142
Conservative Protestant
Homeschooling Today
P.O. Box 1425
Melrose, FL 32666
Jewish
Jewish Home Educators Newsletter
c/o Marilyn Lowe
1295 Marshall Dr., SE
Salem, OR 97302
Muslim
Muslim Homeschool Network
P.O. Box 803
Attleboro, MA 02703
Catalogs
The Education Connection
P.O. Box 1417
Tehachapi, CA 93581
Genius Tribe
P.O. Box 1014
Eugene, OR 97440-1014
Schools

John Holt’s Book and Music Store
2269 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02140-1226
The Home School Source Book
Brook Farm Books
P.O. Box 246
Bridgewater, ME 04735

Clonlara Home Based
Education Program (K - 12; general)
www.clonlara.org
1289 Jewett St.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Oak Meadow (K - 12; general) www.oakmeadow.com
P.O. Box 740
Putney, VT 05346
Seton School Home Study (K - 12; Catholic)
One Kidd Lane
Front Royal, VA 22630-3332

Magazines
General
Home Education Magazine
P.O. Box 1083
Tonasket, WA 98855

Sonlight (K - 11 [still developing]; Conservative Protestant)
1501-E W. Campus Dr.
Littleton, CO 80120
Internet

Unschooling
Growing Without Schooling
2269 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02140

http://www.home-ed-magazine.com
http://www.HoltGWS.com
http://www.midnightbeach.com/hs/

Multicultural
The Drinking Gourd
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Post-graduation addendum
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So here it is, December 1998, two days before one of the last
years of the millennium (don’t even think I’m going to open a can of
worms as to which year is “the” last year of the 1000s). The kids received
their diplomas from Clonlara School in August and took the SAT the same
month. Just for the Curious, suffice it to say they all got between 1285 and
1400 (which gives you two of the scores). This was the only standardized
test Rose has ever taken and for Cindy and Andy it was the first
standardized test since the California tests (whatever the official name is)
they took while they were in school. The kids took no courses on how to
“ace” the SAT, the few SAT helper books were read but not worshipped.
The kids took no PSATs, or ACTs, although they did play with an SAT
program on CD-ROM (we majored in acronyms).
Since August we’ve been back to the States on home-leave where
we left Andy to live with his brother. Andy applied to, and was accepted
by, DeVry Technical Institute where he is studying for a bachelor’s degree
in Computer Information Science. He tested out of Algebra and so was
able to save the cost of those books, minus the cost of the test.
Rose and Cindy visited colleges in Missouri and Kansas and
applied to them before we left the States. They returned with us to
Belgium and are both working as grooms at the Riding Club; Cindy has
also been asked by the head instructor to take over her lessons for two
months while the instructor goes to the States.
Cindy is also a Red Cross volunteer at the local Army veterinary
clinic and she goes in for a full 8-hour day, usually 5 days per week. She
helps with examinations and post-operative care, she has given injections,
assembled surgical packs, observed a necropsy and assisted the veterinarian
and her vet tech with surgery. We get to hear about her day every evening
although we try to discourage her from telling us about it at supper.
Rose, in addition to the grooming, has volunteered at the local
Entertainment Center. There isn’t a lot of work to be done there as the
military has not only cut the number of servicemembers but also the
budgets of support activities for those servicemembers and so the
Entertainment Center has had its mission reduced. Nonetheless, Rose was
given the job of making a nativity scene to be used for a children’s
Christmas service for one of the Chapel groups. She had to submit
preliminary sketches of how the scene was to look, have the sketches
approved and then make the entire “cast” herself. The dining room table
was a papier maché production line for nigh onto a month and rather than
disturb the working area, we ate in the kitchen. Rose researched nativity
scenes online and in the art books we own (you’d be surprised how many
paintings do not show the infant Jesus in a manger of any sort) and then
researched styles of painting, finally deciding on a modified Icon style.
She decided on a straw bale instead of a manger and her boss thought the
idea was (to use an everyday Britticism) “brilliant.” He also wanted lots of
sheep (which he got), a camel (got that, too), the kings (even though
liturgically they don’t show up until the 6th of January), and townsfolk.
Naturally there was the Infant, Mary and Joseph.
Just before Christmas Cindy found out she was accepted by the
Kansas State University at Manhattan and Rose received her letter of
acceptance from the University of Kansas at Emporia. They’ll be going
back in August to start college, Cindy in pre-vet studies, Rosie in theatre.
Andy “talks” to Rose using ICQ online and he says he’s getting all As.
I append all this bragging as people are skeptical that
homeschooling works. Truthfully I can only say that so far the kids have
gotten into no trouble, don’t use mind-altering substances and are addicted
only to cereal. They aren’t geniuses (thank goodness), but they also
haven’t had their desire to learn crushed by years of bureaucratic mind
games nor had their relationship with my husband and me torn out of shape
by relentless social pressure. Would I do it over? You betcha.

Publications

Homeschooling
Who does it? How do they do it?
This booklet is one homeschooler’s answer to some of the questions posed by people
who are interested in homeschooling but don’t know who to ask or where to find more
information. Although homeschooling itself has been practiced throughout the history of
humankind it has only recently been given the title of “homeschooling.” Before the advent of
public schooling it didn’t need a name because everyone did it anyhow; it was life.
Since most everyone is now a product of mass schooling, public or private,
homeschooling needs to be explained since its concept has been erased by the acceptance of
mass education within the current system.
Homeschooling is not new, it is not strange, but it has been forgotten. Here are some
answers to questions about homeschooling and a quick overview of how the individuals in one
homeschooling family have reclaimed personal vision and taken responsibility for their own
lives.

VALERIE BONHAM MOON is a professional
mother of three, a mother emerita of one, a
photographer for over 20 years and writer for over 13.
She homeschooled her oldest child for five years and
the younger three for eleven (so far).
A holder of 98.6 degrees she has also
completed courses in writing for children and in
professional photography. Her photographs appear in
numerous photo albums throughout America and
Germany and her annual Christmas letter has drawn
rave reviews from Japan to America to Norway. She
has written a magazine, Liftoff, for Munich Elementary
School, written children’s church services for the
Church of the Ascension also in Munich, and has been
published by Home Education Magazine, Soundoff!,
Standard Publishing and The Herald Post.
At present, because of homeschooling three
high schoolers, she is writing a big list of all the clever
books she can find arranged in an historically
chronological order from the Big Bang to the present
and concerning science, literature, art and music. She
also photographs anything that will hold still for at least
1/100th of a second.
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